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AGENDA 
 

Regular Meeting of the 
Nichols Hills Environment, Health and Sustainability Commission 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 at 8:30 AM 
City Hall, 6407 Avondale Drive 
Nichols Hills, OK  73116 
 

Nichols Hills Page 1 Updated 10/22/2021 4:26 PM  

If special assistance is needed for this meeting by any person wishing to 
attend, please contact the City Clerk’s office no later than 48 hours prior to 
the meeting, and such assistance will be provided.    
 
Official action may be taken by the Environment, Health and Sustainability 
Commission only on items that appear on this Agenda.  The Environment, 
Health and Sustainability Commission may dispose of the business set out 
on this Agenda by accepting, approving, adopting, rejecting, amending, or 
postponing action as to each item, as determined by the Environment, 
Health and Sustainability Commission. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Minutes 

a. EHS Minutes -  September 8, 2021 

4. Consideration of approval, acceptance, rejection, amendment, and/or 
postponement of the following: 

a. Butterfly garden presentation and proposal. 

b. Discussion regarding the September 25th Household Item, 
Electronic, and Hazard Waste Disposal Event. 

c. Presentation from Walt Gibson regarding water quality in Nichols Hills 
and reducing pollutants in the stormwater runoff. 

d. Urban Sustainability discussion. 

e. Schedule of 2022 Regular Nichols Hills Environmental, Health, and 
Sustainability Commission 

5. Adjournment 

I certify that the forgoing was filed in the Office of the City Clerk at 
4:26 PM on the 22nd day of October, 2021 and posted in prominent 
view on the window at City Hall, 6407 Avondale Drive, at 4:45 PM 
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on the 22nd day of October, 2021; posted to the City of Nichols 
Hills website at http://www.nicholshills.net at 5:00 PM on the 22nd 
day of October, 2021; and transmitted by email at 5:00 PM on the 
22nd day of October, 2021 to those persons who have requested to 
be included on such notices pursuant to the Open Meeting Act and 
to those who have requested such notice. 

 
 
_________________________ 
City Clerk 
City of Nichols Hills, Oklahoma 

http://www.nicholshills.net/
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MINUTES 
 

Special Meeting of the 
Nichols Hills Environment, Health and Sustainability Commission 
Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 8:30 AM 
City Hall, 6407 Avondale Drive 
Nichols Hills, OK  73116 
 

Nichols Hills Page 1 Updated 9/13/2021 2:04 PM  

Original agenda filed in the Office of the City Clerk at 11:00 AM 

on the 3rd day of September, 2021. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Nancy Herzel  Present  

Carleen Burger  Present  

Tyfanna Johnson  Present  

Allison Petersen  Absent  

Caroline Patton  Present  

Andrew Thomas  Absent  

 

3. Minutes 

a. EHS Minutes -  March 26, 2019 

b. EHS Minutes -  April 26, 2019 

MOTION: Burger moved to approve the March 26, 2019 and April 

26, 2019 minutes as presented.  Patton seconded the motion. 

RESULT: APPROVED  [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Carleen Burger 

SECONDER: Caroline Patton 

AYES: Herzel, Burger, Johnson, Patton 

ABSENT: Petersen, Thomas 

4. Discussion, Consideration, and Possible Action: 

a. Presentation from Stephanie Jordan with Nature Conservancy 
regarding pollinators including Monarch Butterflies. 

Ms. Stephanie Jordan with Nature Conservancy gave a 

presentation on pollinating gardens to promote the growth of 
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Monarch Butterflies.  Ms. Jordan discussed various Oklahoma 

native plants that attract the butterflies and would do well in the 

City’s parks.  She also suggested that people research if the plants 

have had any pesticides applied to them, as this could harm the 

butterflies. She referenced okiesformonarchs.org for regional plant 

lists and encouraged everyone to plant gardens.  

b. Urban Sustainability discussion. 

Mr. Shane Pate, City Manager, discussed with the Commissioners 

the task of helping the City create a Sustainability Plan.  Professor 

John Wood, University of Central Oklahoma, reached out to the 

City and proposed his class of graduate and undergraduate 

students do research on various plans in other communities to find 

one that would be suitable for the City of Nichols Hills. Mr. Pate 

encouraged the members to review Oklahoma City’s plan at Adapt 

OKC, on Oklahoma City’s website, to get familiar with different 

areas of their plan.  Chairman Nancy Herzel stated the 

Commissioners will come back in the October or November 

meeting with initial steps or thoughts they will take in helping 

create this plan. 

 

Mr. Randy Lawrence, Public Works Director, announced Recycling 

Day will be held on September 25th from 9:00 to 12:00.  There will 

be three waste trucks that will be collecting hazardous waste 

materials and electronic waste, and paper shredding located at the 

north side of the Nichols Hills Plaza. 

5. Adjournment 

MOTION: There being no further business, Patton moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  Burger seconded the motion. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Caroline Patton 

SECONDER: Carleen Burger 

AYES: Herzel, Burger, Johnson, Patton 

ABSENT: Petersen, Thomas 

________________________ ________________________ 
Chairman  City Manager 
City of Nichols Hills, Oklahoma City of Nichols Hills, Oklahoma 

_________________________ 
City Clerk 
City of Nichols Hills, Oklahoma 
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Butterfly Garden
Nichols Hills| OKC

Proposal by Sweetleaf

Design Notes
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Current state of site - Oct 2021
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Projection examples - Aug/Sep 2022

4.a.a

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 b

u
tt

er
fl

y 
g

ar
d

en
 n

ic
h

o
ls

 h
ill

 2
02

1 
1 

 (
54

62
 :



Light maintenance to the two 
existing tree-beds, as they flank 
our Butterfly garden, includes but 
is not limited to:

● clearing out Bermuda 
● leaving existing monkey 

grass
● light pruning of trees and 

shrubs
● removal of debris

Existing Tree 
Beds
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1. Parking Lot 
2. Top Embankment
3. Middle Embankment
4. Bottom Embankment
5. Multi-Purpose Buffer 

Zone

BUTTERFLY 
GARDEN

1
2

3
4

- remove existing turf
- amend soil
- backfill with compost prior to 
planting 

5
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15ft mowing strip from edge of 
parking lot to top of 
embankment

PARKING LOT 
MOW STRIP

1
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(480 sq ft/480 plants)
- 12ft zone from top of slope to 
mid-way point down 
embankment
- create backdrop of various 
erosion stabilizing grasses 
including:
~ Schizachyrium scoparium
~ Mexican Feather Grass
~ Purple Tears 
~ Northwind

TOP 
EMBANKMENT

2
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TOP 
EMBANKMENT

A variety of grasses
- Low maintenance (water, labour) 
- Structural design element creates some formality 

(ie. garden looks more maintained with less labor)
- Habitats for pollinators 
- Erosion control on embankment

Schizachyrium scoparium

Purple TearsMexican Feather GrassFennel

Northwind

Rock pools for birds and pollinators
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Design sample 
(not final)
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● Pockets of milkweed 
varieties
Straight species 
interspersed

● Carex as filler 

MIDDLE 
EMBANKMENT

3
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Prairie Fire Carex

Aster

Divulsa Carex

Rattlesnake Master
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Design sample 
(not final)
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BOTTOM 
EMBANKMENT

4

● shorter, 2ft tall 
pollinators (including 
Purple Prairie clover)

● Carex as filler 
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Design 
sample 
(not final)
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Example of chopped stone 
buffer/mow strip/ perimeter 
footpath/ garden border 
except ours will be set closer 
OC 3"-5"joints

MULTI-PURPOSE 
BUFFER ZONE

5
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Schedule of Regular Meetings of the  

Nichols Hills Environmental, Health and Sustainability 
Commission in 2022 

 

 
 
All meetings of the Environmental, Health and Sustainability Commission ("EHS")  are 
scheduled  to take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 6407 Avondale Dr., Nichols Hills, OK. 

 
 
Meeting Date of:     
 
January 26, 2022 

February 23, 2022 

March 23, 2022 

April 27, 2022 

May 25, 2022 

June 22, 2022 

July 27, 2022 

August 24, 2022 

September 28, 2022 

October 26, 2022 

November 23, 2022 

December 2022 – no meeting scheduled 

 

Name:  Amanda Copeland 
Title: City Clerk 
Address: 6407 Avondale Drive   
 Nichols Hills, OK 73116 
Phone:   (405) 843-6637 
 
 

 
Filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk on _____________________ at __________ PM 
 
Signed: _____________________ 
City Clerk/Deputy City Clerk 
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